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Articles and/or advertisements in 
this publication do not reflect USPS 

policy or position unless so 
designated

We encourage squadron members to 
contribute to this publication. All 

articles must be received by the 18th 
of each month to be considerd for 

publication in the following month’s 
issue.
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Aquebogue      631-722-9480

gjoyce@optonline.net

Webmaster
Stf/C Glen Sherman, P
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Calendar of Events 2018-19

Follow us on www.pbps.us
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Executive Committee
2018-2019

Commander
George Kay, AP
East Quogue             516-509-7860        geokae1@gmail.com

Lieutenant Commanders
Executive Officer 
Steve Burke, P            
Hollis                        516-965-4716 
          bu4184@gmail.com

Administrative Officer 
Mary Kay, AP            
East Quogue             516-314-2512
                         marywyn@gmail.com

Educational Officer 
Vincent Mauceri, AP, SEO
Sag Harbor            631-725-3679
                   vamauceri@gmail.com   
Treasurer
John Martinelli, S     
Middle Island             631-924-7390

      johnm@owenpetersen.com

Secretary
Tricia M. Hayes             631-521-0220
Mattituck           trishamhayes@aol.com    

Members at Large
    P/C Patricia Blanchard, N

P/Lt.C Helen Horton, AP
James C. Patton, P 

P/Lt/C Virginia Gilmore, S
Michael A. Remski, JN 

P/C Robert SanAngelo, SN 
P/C Lawrence Hynes, SN

Robert Smith, P
Robert Walther, P

Jeff Blake, S
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Welcome Aboard
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Peconic Bay Power Squadrons, Inc.
— Chartered August 12, 1939 —

A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons®
America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of United States Power Squadrons®

Sat. 03 Nov. - 0800
D/3 Fall Educ. Conference

Melville Marriott

Thurs. 08 Nov. – 1900
ExComm. Mtg. 

Flanders Community Center

Sat. 10 Nov. – 1300-1500
Seminar: Rivers, Locks & Lakes
West Marine, Rte. 58 Riverhead

Thurs. 15 Nov - 1900
Dinner Meeting

Villa Paul, Hampton Bay

Thurs. 06 Dec.  – 1900
ExComm. Mtg. (1st Thursday) 
Flanders Community Center

Sun.  09 Dec – Noon
Holiday Brunch

Cooperage Inn, Baiting Hollow

Fri. 1 Feb – 1900
D/3 Orientation Meeting & Dinner

Melville Marriott

Thurs. 14 Feb – 1900 
ExComm/General Mtg

Location TBD

18-24 Feb. 2019
USPS Annual Meeting 

Rosen Centre, Orlando, FL

Fri. 8 March - 2000
D/3 Council Mtg. (Dinner @ 1900)

Melville Marriott

Thurs. 14 March – 1900
ExComm. Mtg.

Riverhead Moose Lodge

Thurs. 21 March – 1900
General Dinner Mtg

Location TBD

Sat. 30 March
D/3 Spring Conf. & Change of 

Watch
Melville Marriott

Sun. 7 April – 1500
D/3 Memorial Service

Pt. Washington

No Meetings in January

Proposed Candidates!
The nominating committee is working hard to prepare the following 

Proposed Slate of Candidates for the positions indicated for the Squadron 
Year 2019-2020 for the Peconic Bay Power Squadron. The list is NOT 
complete, we are still in need of some positions. Please contact a member of 
the Nominating Committee or the Secretary if you can assist us in any way.

Squadron Bridge
Commander: (one-year term) Steve Burke, SN
Lieutenant Commanders: (one-year term)
Executive Officer:  Larry Hynes, SN; Education Officer: (OPEN)
Administrative Officer: (OPEN);   Treasurer: John Martinelli, S

Secretary: Trisha M. Hayes
First Lieutenant: (one-year term)

Asst. Executive Officer: (OPEN) 
Asst. Educational Officer: Vince Mauceri, JN
Asst. Admin. Officer: (OPEN); Asst.Treasurer: Peter Young, SN

Asst. Secretary: Helen Horton, AP
Members at Large – Executive Committee (one-year term)

Jeff Blake, P  Michael Remski, JN
P/Lt/C Virginia Gilmore, S P/C Robert SanAngelo, SN
Tim Moran P/D/C Fred Smith, AP         P/Lt/C George Kay, AP

Robert Smith, P      Mary Kay, AP Robert Walther, P

Auditing Committee
Maryann Matlak, S
D/Lt/C Fred Smith, AP
Robert Walther, P

Rules Committee
Lt. F. Marc Wiederlight, AP
P/C Lawrence Hynes, SN
P/D/C Fred Smith, AP

Nominating Committee (one year term)
P/C George Kay, AP; P/C Patricia Blanchard, N; 
P/C Robert SanAngelo, SN  - P/C Diane Sherman, P

Respectfully Submitted: P/C Patricia Blanchard, N; P/C Lawrence 
Hynes, SN; P/C Robert SanAngelo, SN; P/C Diane Sherman, P
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Commander’s Report
United States Power Squadrons Peconic Bay Power Squadron

I  am  afraid  it’s  back  to  “I”again!  Being  in 
Florida there is  not  too much “we” (Peconic 
Bay)  to  write  about.  A few Tell  Tales  back I 
was  criticized for  writing about  me and not 
about  the  Power  Squadron.  I  am afraid  that 
the “we” will have to be St. Lucie River Power 
Squadron.

Mary and I have been busy attending the 
activities of the Power Squadron here in Florida. We worked the 
booth at the Stuart Boat Show and attended the Change of Watch 
for the St Lucie River Squadron. On February 9 my boat will be 
used as a patrol boat in the Blessing of the Fleet ceremony. I have 
enjoyed  the  weekly  lunch  meetings  and  the  raft-up  activities. 
Bingo is on their schedule and visits to museums are also planned.

I  have  received  the  2019  Vessel  Safety  Check  stickers.  I  am 
inspection boat here and I have forwarded the extra stamps to the 
Peconic Bay vessel safety chairperson. My wife, Mary, has been 
busy setting up future dinner meetings up north and arranging 
the Change of Watch in April.

I have added a solar panel to my boat and have enjoyed trips 
to various locations here in Florida. Hope you all enjoy the rest of 
the winter. I will keep in touch and try to find some more “we” 
rather than “I.”

CDR George Kay AP
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continued on page 10

www.americasboatingclub.org

Squadron Elections 
   
    Your Squadron selects its officers and other elected leaders via a 
democratic  manner.  This  year,  the  annual  meeting  will  be  on 
Thursday,  21  March  2019,  due  to  the  Valentines  holiday,  the 
number of members away for the winter and those attending the 
USPS Annual Meeting in Florida. Elections will  be conducted to 
select the bridge officers including: commander, executive officer, 
education  officer,  administrative  officer,  treasurer,  secretary,  and 
also the members of the executive committee (members at large). In 
addition, members of the audit, rules and nominating committees 
will be elected. The proposed slate of candidates selected by the 
nominating  committee  is  in  this  issue  for  the  purpose  of 
notification to the general membership at least 30 days prior to the 
election, as required in the squadron Bylaws, Article 9, Section 9.3. 
In  addition  to  the  nominating  committee’s  slate,  any  active 
squadron member, as provided for in Section I 1.1, can nominate 
other candidates. Under our Bylaws, a member wishing to place in 
nomination, a candidate or candidates, must document this action 
by a written petition to the Squadron Secretary. The petition must 
be signed by at least 5 active members and must be filed with the 
Secretary at  least  15 days prior  to the election.  The Secretary in 
turn, must notify the membership of candidates nominated in this 
manner, at least 7 days prior to the election. Finally, it should be 
noted that Section 9.7 of our Bylaws requires that a minimum of 10 
percent  of  our  current  membership  needs  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting in order to constitute a quorum. We are at approximately 
110 members now, so a minimum of 11 active members need to be 
present. PBPS Nominating Committee
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Executive 
continued on page 17

 Photo by Glen 
Sherman

Good & Welfare

Ship’s Store
Please remember that all PBPS Ship’s Store transactions must be made 

through me, unless you are ordering from USPS. 
 With the exception of our burgees, we keep very little inventory. 

Ship's Store now handles nametag orders ... $10.50 pin back, clutch 
(special order), $13.25 magnetic back and 75th Anniversary burgees ($25).

All merchandise must be paid for when placing an order. If you 
encounter a problem with an order, please contact me, and I will do my 
best to resolve it.

P/Lt/C Virginia Gilmore; 631-288-5622; PBPS Ship's Store: 
teajin@aol.com. Use subject line: PBPS/SS.

Executive Officer’s Report

www.americasboatingclub.org

Safe Boating in Fog

With the arrival of the spring fog season not far 
away, a few safety tips for boating in the fog are in 
order.

Before the fog sets in, make sure you have charts 
and a compass on board. A GPS is also good to have, 

a handheld will work fine, make sure there are spare batteries. A 
compass is very important because a straight line cannot be driven in 
fog without help from a compass, radar (if you have shore features to 
use for navigation) or GPS. Some people say “just watch the wake” 
fine and well, but watching the wake is not immune to small changes 
and variations and only helps to steer in a straight line, if you need 
to change to a new course watching the wake is not too helpful and 
you need another reference such as a compass or GPS.

Many small boaters think a mile of visibility is fine. However, 
they might not be thinking of freighters and ferries which can move 
at high-speed. A vessel coming out of the fog a mile away gives only 
a few minutes to get out of the way. Yes the larger vessels use radar 
but many recreational boats don’t show up well on radar.

What to Do in Fog
   Know your position, mark it on a chart or chart plotter.
   Turn on navigation lights.
   Slow down, not only to not hit other boats but watch for junk in the 
water. Remember the Colregs require “a safe speed so that you can 
take proper and effective action to avoid collision and be stopped 
within a distance appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and 
conditions.”
   Post extra lookouts, move a lookout to the bow if possible, use 
every means available, sight, sound (listening), smell and any other 
means available.
   Use the proper sound signals:
   Powerboat, underway, making way, Prolonged – blast at not more

Peconic Bay Power Squadron

Calendar of Events 2019

Chart Your Course at www.pbps.us

Sat. 30 March
D/3 Spring Conf. & COW

Melville Marriott

Sun. 7 April – 1500
D/3 Memorial Service

United Methodist Church, Pt. 
Washington

Thurs. 11 April – 1900
ExComm. Mtg.

Riverhead Moose Lodge

Sun. 28 April – 1400
PBPS COW & Dinner 
Riverhead Polish Hall

Thurs. 9 May - 1900 
ExComm. Mtg.

Riverhead Moose Lodge

Thurs. 16 May - 1900 
General Mtg.
Location TBD

Sat. 18 May – Noon
Ready, Set, Wear It!!! Day

Strongs Marine, MattituckFri. 1 

Feb – 1900
D/3 Orientation Meeting & 

Dinner
Melville Marriott

Thurs. 7 Feb – 1900 
ExComm

Riverhead Moose Lodge

Thurs. 9 Feb – 1000 
Emergencies On Board Sem.

West Marine, Rtiverhead

18-24 Feb. 2019
USPS Annual Meeting 

Rosen Centre, Orlando, FL

Fri. 8 March – 2000
D/3 Council Mtg. (Dinner @ 

1900)
Melville Marriott

Thurs. 14 March – 1900
ExComm. Mtg.

Riverhead Moose Lodge

Thurs. 21 March – 1900
General Dinner Mtg
Squadron Election

Digger’s Restaurant, Riverhead

continued on page 11

No February General Meeting



For Sale
Puffin 10’6” 
Dinghy #42. In 
excellent condition. 
Features: for 
sailing, rowing or 
outboard motor - 
fully enclosed 
flotation cells at 
fore and aft to 
prevent sinking. 
New: hull gelcoat, 
bow clamp, rigging 
and bottom paint. 
Refinished: all 

bright work - rudder, dagger board, thwart seat and other wood 
pieces. Trailer: Venture model # VB-700 (used twice). 
Equipment: dacron sail #42, 2 new spruce oars with new 
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CLASSIFIEDS
Administration Officer’s Report

continued on page 12

Safe Boating continued from page 11

I hope everyone is staying healthy this winter. Cdr. 
George and I  are in Florida and have had some 
very chilly days, but of course not like New York. 

It  has  been  decided  to  not  have  a  February 
dinner meeting. There are too many members in 
Florida.  This  makes  it  difficult  to  get  enough 
people  to  reserve  a  room  for  dinner.  so  have  a 

happy Valentine’s Day!
The  March  21  dinner  meeting  will  be  held  at  Diggers  in 

Riverhead.  I  will  not  be back to New York,  so Helen Horton has 
volunteered to take all reservations for this dinner. Please make sure 
you get the money to her ASAP. Any reservation after March 18 will 
be  $2  more,  so  mail  your  money  in  soon  and  have  a  happy  St. 
Patrick’s Day!

Sunday, April 28, will be our Change of Watch in the Polish Hall 
in Riverhead. All information about each affair will be on separate 
pages in Tell Tale.

Members of America’s Boating Club of Peconic Bay are invited to 
take  a  Royal  Caribbean  Cruise  along  with  St.  Lucie  River  (FL) 
squadron on January 24, 2020. The cruise will stop at Haiti, Bonaire, 
Aruba, and Curacao over nine nights. If you’re interested please call 
George Kay, (516-509-7860) and he can give you more info and the 
travel agents name and phone number. There are already 34 people 
signed up. 

Any questions, please call me.

Lt/C Mary Kay, AP
516-314-2512 

S h i p ' s  L o g
November Birthdays

Welcome Aboard
Jeffrey and Barbara Blake

Good & Welfare
Get Well

to 
Vinny Daddino, who is recovering from cardiac surgery.

Get Well
P/C Diane Sherman is home from Peconic Bay Medical Center, 
Riverhead.  Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers for a 

speedy recovery.
Cards and well wishes may be sent to Diane Sherman, 149-D 
Riverside Drive, Riverhead, NY 11901. — AO Mary Kay, AP

www.americasboatingclub.org
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Members Benefits Report
Created for Members, by Members

             by P/C Pat Blanchard, N
     D/3 Member Benefits Chair

     
    

   

continued on page 13

Carpe Diem II is resting comfortably for the winter, 
but  I’m still  doing little  things aboard preparing 
for the 2019 season.

We’re resuming our Seminar series this month 
with  Emergencies  on  Board.  Our  Seminars  will 
begin  earlier  on  Saturdays  so  that  there  will  be 
time  for  attendees  to  get  more  accomplished  on 

Seminar days. So, as in the past, our Seminars in 2019 will be held at 
Riverhead West  Marine,  Saturdays  from 1000 till  1200.  Our March 
seminar will be How to Use a Chart.

Our Engine Maintenance course will be held beginning February 
26, 2019, with Steve Zaremba and Joe Martorano as instructors.

We  are  resuming  our  ‘ABC’  Courses  beginning  2/6/19  at  the 
Southampton  Town  Community  Center  on  Ponquogue  Avenue  in 
Hampton  Bays  from 1900-2100.  All  Courses  and  Seminars  will  be 
posted  in  the  Tell-Tale  and  are  already  posted  on  our  website 
(www.PBPS.US).

I  again  remind  you  that  instructors  and  backup  instructors  for 
courses, except ABC, do NOT need to be a USPS certified instructor, 
you need only be interested in the subject and have a reasonable level 
of  experience  relative  to  the  subject.  Please  contact  me  if  you’re 
interested in being an instructor or a backup instructor.

Please  note  that  Seminar  fees  are  discounted  by  $5  for  USPS 
members.  There  is  a  fee  of  $5  charged  for  students  who  have 
completed  a  Course  or  Seminar  in  the  past  and  want  to  audit  a 
current Course Class or Seminar as a refresher.

All  PBPS  members  should  be  expecting  a  phone  call  from  me 
sometime in the future to enlist  your help teaching or  assisting in 
teaching  a  course  or  seminar  –  you  only  need  to  be  a  Certified 
Instructor to be the lead instructor teaching ‘ABC’ – all course and 
seminar  attendees  benefit  greatly  from  the  experiences  of  our 
instructors and their aides. 

See you again in March anticipating the 2019 boating season.

Lt/C Vince Mauceri, JN, SEO
631-725-3679 (home), 631-566-4181 (c); e-mail: vamauceri@gmail.com 

Education Officer’s Report

www.americasboatingclub.org

Safe Boat ing                 
By P/C Steve Burke, P

Man Overboard (MOB)

If you’re a solo boater, pray you have a water-activated engine-
kill switch; it’s a long swim home. All the traditional boating skills 
(Williamson Turn, approach from upwind, keep props away from 
MOB, etc.) apply.

•Have one crewmember solely tasked with watching the MOB.
•Get something that floats out to the MOB immediately. Testing 

done at the US Naval Academy found an 18-second average to get a 
retrieval device to an MOB. In 10 seconds at 10 knots, the MOB is 
168 feet away; 20 seconds at 10 knots, it’s 336 feet. 

•In heavy seas, throw anything that floats (coolers, fenders, seat 
cushions, etc.) overboard to create a debris field that will lead to the 
MOB. Remember three Bs: Bigger, Brighter, Better.

•Notify  Coast  Guard,  etc.,  on  VHF  16,  or  SSB  2182.  You  can 
always  cancel  the  alert;  it  can  take  the  CG up to  30  minutes  to 
launch a mission. Never discontinue search unless told to by CG.

•Practice, practice, practice the skills; especially the retrieval back 
into craft. “AH-nold” — in his prime — couldn’t lift an MOB back 
into a boat alone.

•If  you  are the MOB, hope you’re wearing an inflation device 
(suspenders, a waist pack, etc.); remember the HELP position (Heat 
Escape Lessening Posture; i.e., curl up into a ball and float. Practice 
in a pool). 

Want to Learn More?

Most boaters don’t know how to take somebody out of 
the water the correct way. Come to our Man Over Board 
seminar September 8 at West Marine-Riverhead at 1300.

continued on page 11

Member Benefits for 
December 2018

On this cold day when most of our boats have been winterized 
and put away for the cold months, my thoughts are on new ways 
to enjoy boating. I came across the Great Lakes Cruising Club 
(GLCC) and their associated webinars. Some of our members 
have expressed an interest in boating in the Great Lakes region 
and/or making the Great Loop so I am introducing this group to 
you.

Welcome to the Great Lakes Cruising Club and School!
All GLCC on line cruising related webinars are available at 

reduced USPS registration rates.
USPS is proud to announce that this discount will continue 

this year for all USPS members. Note: There is a new discount 
code, so be sure to use this new discount code when signing up 
for a webinar. Any user can register with the GLCCSchool site by 
creating their own user ID and password. This is done in the 
guest log-in box in the upper left of the GLCCSchool screen.

To receive your USPS member-only discount for the 
GLCCSchool webinars and webinar recordings, make sure to 
include the USPS member discount code on the course 
registration form where indicated. Note that the discount code is 
case sensitive so be sure to copy the code EXACTLY as shown. 
Use the discount code: 17USPS18

Details are available on the USPS Educational Department’s 
GLCC School web page. They are also available at www.GLCC 
School.com. 

Please take a look at their information. You need to open 
USPS.org and sign in. The first page will have Member Benefits 
listed at the top left part of the page. Click on it and you will see a 
link to all the member benefits. The Great Lakes Cruising Club is 
the first one listed.

P/C Patricia Blanchard, N

Safety from page 6

than two-minute intervals
Sailboat, underway, making way, Prolonged – Short – Short – blasts, 
at not more than two-minute intervals
Have everyone put on a PFD if they don’t already have one on
If you have radar on board assign a trusted and skilled crew member 
to monitor the radar continuously.

It is with great sadness that I share with you the passing of 
Judith Blake,

mother of PBPS (Executive Committee) Members Jeff and 
Barbara Blake. Cards and Notes can be sent to:

Jeff and Barbara Blake
7 Taylor Ave.

East Islip, NY 11730
 

In lieu of flowers, Memorial donations may be made to:
The Kanas Center for Hospice Care at East End Hospice

PO Box 1048
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978-7048

or
First Congregational Church of Riverhead

103 First St.
Riverhead, NY 11901

 
Please keep Jeff, Barbara and the Blake family in your prayers

Thank you
P/C Diane Sherman, Chaplain

Good & Welfare
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S h i p ' s  L o g
June Birthdays

S h i p ' s  L o g
February Birthdays

Good & Welfare
Best Wishes for Good Health 

and Speedy Healing to:

Peter Young (recovering from a leg infection) 
and 

Will Holmer  (recovering from spinal surgery)

6 Mary Ann Semple
9 Mary Ann Martorano
11 Ellen Weiderlight
15 Michael Murphy
24 Mary Kay
24 Harold Allen

www.americasboatingclub.org
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Good and Welfare
    Condolences

Photo by Glen Sherman

www.usps.org
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continued on page 7 

Auditing Committee Rules Committee
MaryAnn Matlak, S P/C Larry Hynes, SN

Lt/C Fred G. Roffe 
Memorial Scholarship

The  Peconic  Bay  Power  Squadron  proudly  offers  a 
scholarship in memory of Educational Officer Lt/C Fred G. 
Roffe, SN. This $1,000 scholarship is given once annually.

Each year, applications will be accepted between 1 January 
and 15 April. The applicant must be “an active PBPS member 
in  good  standing,”  or  a  relative  of  such  member  (son, 
daughter,  grandchild,  great-grandchild,  aunt,  uncle,  niece, 
nephew, spouse) by birth, marriage or adoption.

The  applicant  must  be  seeking  higher  education  or 
vocational  technical  training  beyond  Grade  12,  at  any 
accredited school awarding a degree or training certification. 
Additional  scholarship  info  and  a  link  to  download  the 
application can be found on line at www.pbps.us/scholarship. 
All  applications  will  be  reviewed  “blind”  by  the  PBPS 
Scholarship Committee.

Again, the deadline for completed applications with letters 
of  recommendation  is  firmly  set  on  15  April  and  the 
submission  address  is  on  the  application.  Sorry,  no  late 
applications will be considered.

Safe Boat ing                 By P/C Steve Burke, P
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